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The SPEAKER took the Chalr at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

BUILDING BY-LAWS.
Preparation and Finality.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

How far has the preparation of model
building by-laws progressed, and when is
finality expected?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:

The Minister for Local Government has
approved the by-laws, as recommended by
the special committee, being sent to the
Government Printer for a draft print. The
draft print will not be available until some
time in January owing to pressure of work
at the Government Printing Office. 'When
received it will be checked and forwarded
to the Minister for Local Government for
submission to Executive Council.
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RAILWAYS,
Metropolitan Fare Compurisons.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

With reference to questions I asked on
the 21st November, 1956, regarding '‘Rail-
ways—Metropolitan Fare Comparisons,”
will he advise—

(1) What is the approximate average
number of single tickets sold per
week for each single fare up to
2s. 4d. on the metropolitan rail-
ways?

{2) What is the approximate average
number of weekly tickets sold per
week for each weekly fare up to
16s. 3d. on the metropolitan rail-
ways?

(3) Will he please check the answer
glven to Question No. 6 on the date
mentioned in No. (1)? Is not the
W.A. Transport Board's standard
fare schedule compiled on a mile-
age basis?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

replied:

(1) and (2) The information sought is
contained in the attached statement.

(3) The W.A. Transport Board’s stan-
dard fare schedule is compiled on o sec-
tional basis. Each section up to 12 miles
is approximately one mile but from 13
miles onward the sections are shorter.

Western Australian Government Railways.

Statement showing the approximate
average number of single and weekly
tickets sold per week on the metropolitan
railways.

Single Tickets Weekly Tickets

No. of No. of
Fare issues Fare issues
sd. s.d.

4 6,371 3 6 3
[ 13,165 4 3 158
8 7,097 4 9 252
10 9,566 5 0 652
1 0 9,793 5 9 502
1 2 6,107 6 6 341
1 4 1,377 T 6 581
1 5 3,838 8§ 6 330
1 6 890 9 0 238
1 8 484 g 8 429
110 738 10 3 119
20 517 10 9 216
2 2 555 11 6 110
2 4 297 12 3 33
13 3 21

60,795 13 ¢ 41

14 6 7

15 0 9

15 6 26

o 16 3 2
4,099
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COLLIE COAL,
Basis of Purchase by Government,
Price, etc.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Premier:

(1) On what hasis is Collie coal at pres-
ent purchased from the coal companies
for Government instrumentalities?

(2) To what extent, if any, do fluctua-
“tions in the quantity of coal delivered to
‘the Government affect the price?

(3) Do the seasonal activities of the
W.A.GR. in any way affect the costs of
other Government instrumentalities such
as the S.E.C., which are coal consumers?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

{1) (a) Coal is purchased from Amal-
gamated Collieries of W.A, Ltd.
on & bhasis which is an exten-
sion of a previous agreement.
This gives the company a fixed
profit per ton above cost of
production. Price is fixed each
six months for previous period.
Coal is purchased from the
Griffin Cecal Mining Co. Litd.,
and Western Collieries Ltd., on
a price arranged with the com-
panies.

Amalgamated Collieries’
tion explained in No. (1),

Western price has not varled
since January, 1956,
Griffin price has not varied be-
tween 72s. and 65s. per ton
with fuctuations in orders.
(3) Variations in seasonal activities
which have caused fluctuations in coal
orders have affected the price.

EDUCATION.

fa} Review of School Consolidation.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is a review made of school consoli-
dation to determine cases where, because
of changed circumstances and increased
population, it is economically and other-
wise preferable to re-establish schools in
areas previously closed?

(2) Are there any such cases where
schools have been teopened or a decision
made to reopen in future?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Applications made by parents for
the reopening of schools previously closed
because of consolidation are always con-
sidered.

(2} Two such schools reopened at the
request of parents are North Baandee,
closed in 1947 and reopened in 1852, and
Muntadgm, closed in 1948 and reopened
in 1950.

Muntadgin was again closed at the end
of 1951, at the request of the parents, and
consolidated on Merredin,

(b}

{2} (a) posi-
()

{c)
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(b} General Pre-application Review.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Education. .

Further to his reply regarding school
conselidation, he said—

Applications made by parents for
the reopening of schools previously
closed because of consclidation are
always considered,

My question was of a general nature. I
wanted f{o know whether a review was
made of school consolidation. I meant in
particular a review by the department
when awaiting applications from parents.
Could he answer from that viewpoint?

The MINISTER replied:

Not offhand. The Director of Education
and superintendents use a lot of initiative
and commonsense in the course of their
work. They are in touch with the parents
and citizens' associations and the head-
masters of the schools in their areas all
the time, and the matter is under constant
attention and consideration. If the hon.
member will particularise or give a speci-
fic case I will be very pleased to investigate
it. As I have said, the matter is under
constant consideration by officers of the
depariment. There is the Instance of Mun-
tadgin and North Baandee where parents
felt that their children—some of them
of tender years—should not be trans-
ported by bus to the consolidated schools
and requested the reopening of a school.
No matter how small it is, provided it
complies with the regulations, the Educa-
tion Department is always anxious to en-
sure that facilities are made available in
this regard. If the hon. member would
like any details of a particular case I
would be pleased to try to supply the
information.

MOTOR SPIRITS ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Report and Proposed Legisiation.
Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Has Cabinet considered the report
of the Royal Commission on matters re-
lating to retailing of motor spirits and
accessories?

(2) Is legislative action proposed this
session?

The PREMIER replied;
Yes.

HOUSING.
fa) Wendana Flals Tenants, Fees, etc.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Housing:

(1) When a tenant takes over a flat at
Wandansa does the tenant have to pay any
fee, deposit, or sum of money?
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(2) If so—

(a) to whom is this payable;

() what is the amount of money in-
volved;
under what circumstances, if any,
can it be recovered;
{d) why must it be paid?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) To State Housing Commission.

{b) Dependent on the flat con-
cerned. Payments consist of—

(i) two weeks rent,

(i1) £10 deposit;

(iii) stamp duty of £1 on ten-
ancy agreement. (This is
paid to Stamp Office by
the commission.)

{¢) Deposit is refunded on vacation
of the flat in good order and
condition,

(d) (i) All State Housing Commis-
sion rents are payable two
weeks in advance;

(li) as guarantee of rent pay-
ments and against damage
beyond fair wear and tear;

(ili) required by Stamp Duttes
Act.

(e)

(b} Fly-screens, Wandana Flats.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Housing:

(1) Do flats at Wandang have windows
and doors fitted with fly-screens?

(2) If not, can tenants buy and fit, or
have fitted such screens themselves?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Fly screens are fitted to lounge and
kitchen windows up to and including the
2nd floor of each block.

(2) Tenants may have exira screens and
doors fitted at their own expense provided
work is carried out by the approved sup-
plier to ensure uniformity.

(¢} Approved Authority for Fitlings.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON (without
notice) asked the Minister for Housing:

In his reply to my question regarding
Wandana Flats tenants, he referred to an
“approved authority.” Who is the ap-
proved authority?

The MINISTER replied:

At present it happens to be Bairds Lid.
I might explain that in connection with
certain fittings, such as canvas blinds and
fly-wire doors and screens, it will be ap-
preciated that there should be some sort
of harmony with regard to installation.
Arrangements have been made, after the
calling for tenders, for the supply of these
requirements for a period and arrange-
ments are made with the firm to supply
on application by the individual tenants.
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NARROWS BRIDGE.
Tabling Plan of Reclaimed Areas, ete.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Will he table a scale plan showing
how the reclaimed areas of Perth water
will be used when the reclamation work
is completed?

(2) Will he state how the land on either
side of Mounts Bay-rd. in the vicinity of
the northerly end of the Narrows bridge
will be integrated with the reclaimed area?

(3) Will he also show on the scale plan
mentioned in No. (1) the integrated region
mentioned in No, (2)?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes, when a final plan taking ac-
count of adequate detail has been prepared.

(2) The existing Mounts Bay-rd between
the Narrows bridge and Spring-st. will be-
come 2 two-way service road, connected at
each end with the new bridge approaches
and glving access to the existing frontages.
Access to and exit from the service road
will be possible at each end.

(3) Yes.

TOWN PLANNING.
(e} Area Imvolved in Interim Order.

Hon., Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the

Minister representing the Minister for
Town Planning:

Will he inform the House the total
area involved In the metropolitan area
under the interim order issued under the
Town Planning and Development Act?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:

The total ares involved is the area of
the metropolitan region, viz., approxi-
mately 2,000 sq. miles or 1,280,000 acres:
roughly between Yanchep in the north,
Safety Bay in the south and the water
catchment area In the east,

Only a comparatively small section of
this is subject to eny restriction or regu-
lation under the order. This section is
indicated by Notations 1, 2, 3, and 4 on
the map accompanying the order.

The remaining large portion of the re-
gion is available for normal development
under existing statutory control.

(b) Regional Development Plan, Orders,
Compensation, etc.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Is there any maximum period of
time to which current blanket-town plan-
ning orders apply to land included in the
regional development plan?

(2) If so, what fs the period?

(3) Can the owners be given immedi-
ate decisions on the fate of thelr land
and so remove disturbing uncertainty?
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T4) Tan compensation be paid in the
Immediate future to land-owners, whose
1anad is required for future public purposes
‘under the plan?

(5) If such compensation is not payable,
‘at the request of a land-owner, does he
not consider an injustice is being done
to the land-owner?

16) In view of the very considerable
‘concern that prevalls amongst land-
-owners, whose land has been blanketed,
ias to Its future use, would he state
the Government's attitude towards such
wowners?

‘The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Interim development order No. 1
has already been promulgated and expires
on the 31st December, 1956.

(3) No.

(4) Yes, if and when a decision is made
to acquire. There have already been a
number of settlements in this direction.

{5) Answered by No. (4).

{6) The position of land-owners affected
by the interim development order is fully
appreciated and it is the Government's
policy to bring the plan to finality as
soon as possible,

Already considerable progress has been
made in regard to some sections of the
plan and owners have been informed of
the paosition.

TRAFFIC.

fa) Stirling Highway Fatalities, Municipal
Lighting Responsibility.
Mr. POTTER (without notice) asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) Referring to Gavin Casey’s series
“Let’s Stop this Highway Carnage” in
“The Daily News” of the 4th and 5th
December, are the Cottesloe and Clare-
mont Municipalities responsible for illumi-
nating Stirling Highway through their
territories?

(2) If the answer is “Yes,” what revenue
do they receive from—

(a) Traffic fees;

{b) Transport Board?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
{13 It is part of the obligations of the
municipalities referred to to provide street
lighting, but there is nothing to compel
them to provide it.
{2) Cottesloe Municipality—
{a) £6,523 {for the municipal year
ended the 31st October, 1956
(b) £337 for the municipal year ended
the 3lst October, 1956.
Claremont Municipality—
(2) £7,425 for the municipal year
ended the 31st October, 1956.

[ASSEMELY.]

(b) £414 for the municipal year
ended the 31st Octcber, 1956.

fb) Queensland Police and Car Parking
Offences.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Transport:

Is he aware that in Queensland although
the Act gives authority to the police to
remove cars parked illegally, that portion
of the Act is not now being enforced?

The MINISTER replied;

I was not aware of that fact, although
I indicated to the House when introducing
my Bill that for certain reasons the Gov-
ernment had decided not to proceed with
this activity, an activity which is used
v%ry tseldom because it has g disciplinary
effect.

BILLS (3})—THIRD READING.

1, Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act Amendment.

2, Land Tax Act Amendment.

3, Vermin Act Amendment (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 2).

Second Reading.

MR. MARSHALL (Wembley Beaches}
[2.33] in moving the second reading said:
To reiterate the remarks of the Minister
for Justice, this is a simple Bill but it is
of considerable importance to those whom
it concerns. The first part of the megasure
propases to amend Section 34 of the Child
Welfare Act, because it is felt that that
section contains an anomaly, brought
about by the fact that wvarious Acts
deal with offenders against the law, and
as the Child Welfare Act deals particu-
larly with juvenile offenders, this measure
will fill the need which has been made
apparent by comments conveyed to me
from time to time by those who deal with
juvenile offenders.

Section 709 of the Criminal Code deals
with indictable offences and for a juvenile
offender of from 14 to 18 years the maxi-
mum penalty that can be inflicted is three
months imprisonment. Under the police
Act—these offences are classed as simple
offences—some offences carry a penalty of
up to 18 months, while for breaches of
the Traffic Act, the offences in some cases
carry a penalty of up to 12 months. To
illustrate my point, Section 709 of the
Criminal Code states—

When a Yyoung person is charged
with committing or attempting to
commit any indictable offence other
than treason, wilful murder, murder,
or manslayghter, and whose age at
the time of the c¢ommission or
attempted commission of the offence
was over 12 years, but did not, in the
opinion of the justices before whom
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he is brought, exceed the age of 18
years, the justices may deal with the
charge summearily. The offender is
liable on such summary conviction to
imprisonment with hard lahour for
three months, or to a fine of £10; and
if the offender is a male the justices
may, either in addition fo or instead
of any other punishment, adjudge
that the offender be, as soon as prac-
ticable, privately whipped with not
more than twelve strokes of a birch
rod, cane or leather strap, in the pres-
ence of some police officer of higher
rank than a constable, and also in the
presence, if he desires fo be present,
of the parent or guardian of the
offender.

I think it will be recalled that last year
the Child Welfare Act was amended by
Bill No. 45 of 1956 and under that meas-
ure any child under the age of 14 years
was not liable to imprisonment, but there
was no stipulation as to what should be
the maximum penalty for & child between
14 and 18 years of age. Thus it will be
seen that for any indictable offence other
than the exception quoted above, 8 juv-
enile over the age of 14 and under 18
years could be sentenced to a maXimum
of three months imprisonment. I wish to
quote the example of & lad under 18 years
of age who was amrrested in the country
on a charge of stealing, which is an
indictable offennce but which can be dealt
with summarily on a plea of guilty and
the offender electing to be dealt with sum-
marily while in the lock-up.

After being placed in the lock-up, he got
out and unlawfully assumed control of a
motorcar, but was apprehended shortly
afterwards. I think it will be agreed, from
what we have been told, that in the coun-
try districts the supervision over the
prisoners in the lock-ups is not so strict
as it is in the metropolitan area.

I can recall one of the members of this
House quoting an instance that occurred
either in Kalgoorlie or Boulder which il-
lustrated that the restriction placed on the
prisoners was nhot so severe as to ensure
that they remained in the lock-up in a
manner similar to that exercised over
prisoners in the metropolitan area and
that sometimes the prisoners were taken
out se that they could do some gardening,
around the police station or around the
house of the sergeant in charge. I have
also been told that if any prisoner wished
to buy something up the street he was
allowed to stroll out and return at his
leisure.

The lad I am referring to was In the
country and, as I have sald, after he
walked out of the lock-up he unlawfully
assumed control of a motorcar. As & re-
sult, a further charge was preferred against
him of breaking out of the lock-up, which
was brought under the rogue and vaga-
bond section of the Act and he was also
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charged with assuming control of a motor-
car. The penalty for breaking out of
gaol is 18 months’ imprisonment and for
unlawfully assuming control of a motor-
car it is 12 months' imprisonment. Yet,
the maximum penalty that could be im-
posed upon him for the principal offence
he committed is only three months. Steal-
ing is an indictable offence, but the charge
of breaking out of gaol or unlawfully as-
suming control of a vehicle is regarded as
being only a minor offence. Therefore that
is an anomaly which should be rectified.

I submit that the maximum penalty that
should be inflicted on any juvenile should
bhe in accordance with Section 709 of the
Criminal Code and if this were done, it
would bring about uniformity. I would
like to mention some of the problems that
confront the people who deal with juvenile
offenders. In this House we have had many
discussions on matters relating to juvenile
delinquency. The latest figures available to
me of the number of convictions recorded
against juveniles are for the year ended
the 30th June, 1955. These convictions
exclude those recorded against neglected
children and aborigines. The number of
convictions recorded against males was
2,205 and against females was 145. On the
charge of breaking and entering the num-
ber of convictions recorded was 204 against
males and two against females. On the
charge of stealing there were 504 convic-
tions recorded against males and 58 against
females. On the charge of receiving, the
figures were 22 against males and one
against females and for the charge of false
pretences seven against males and three
against females, On the charge of un-
lawful carnal knowledge nine convictions
were recorded against males.

All these charges come under the pro-
visions of the Criminal Code, whereas
other charges are lodged under the Police
Act, Traffic Act, Child Weifare Act, Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals Act, Licens-
ing Act, Navigation Act, Pirearms and
Guns Act, Health Act, Betting Control Act
and others. So it will be seen that In Acts
providing for summary conviction, such as
the Police Act, greater power is granted
for imposing a penalty of imprisonment
than there is under the Criminal Code,
which is designed to cover all types of in-
d_ic_table offences and which makes pro-
vision for a maximum penalty of three
months’ imprisonment in the case of a
child between the ages of 14 and 18 years.

I am of the opinion that the penalties
that can be inflicted under other Acts
should be brought into line with those
provided for under the provisions of the
Criminal Code. Therefore, this proposed
amendment to the Child Welfare Act
seeks to provide that apart from the of-
fences stipulated, the maximum penalty
that can be inflicted upon a child shall be
three months.
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A further clause in this Bill proposes to
amend Section 138 of the Child Welfare
Act and in introducing this amendment,
the question of children being conveyed
from one town to another without any ques-
tions being asked. is one of the reascns
why I seek to insert this provision in the
principal Act. In support of the amend-
ment, I would iike to mention a case that
has been brought to my noticee. In a
suburb in my constituency resides g
family which is well known and respected,
but it appears that one of their sons, aged
14 years, is suffering what can only be
described as a mania for running away
from home.

He has done this on several occasions,
and during one of his escapades he jumped
g train as far as Coglgardie. 'When he
discovered that it looked as if he might
be apprehended as a result of the vigilance
of the conductor, he left the train at Cool-
gardie. He then got a lift in a motor-
vehicle from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie and
eventually he was found walking along
the Trans-Australian rallway line after he
had flagged down the Trains train. He
was taken back to Kalgoorlie and evenfu-
ally he was returned to his home. Con-
siderable expense was incurred by the
father—who could ill afford it—in arrang-
ing transport for the hoy back to Perth.

Not satisfied with this, the boy ran
away again and he is now believed to be
still absent in South Australia. There is
no doubt that the means of travel adopted
by this youth was by accepting lifts given
to him by other people. On the last oc-
casion he obtained a lift from Northam
to Kalgoorlie. On previous occasions the
boy's father questioned him about his
means of transport and the lad freely ad-
mitted that 1t was no trouble to cadge a
lift. I made some inquiries about this
practice and I found that it is very pre-
valent and the Police Department is put
to considerable expense and trouble in
endeavouring to locate children who have
either run away from home or who have
absconded from a school or institution.

Apart from the expense Involved in
locating them and bringing them back,
great distress is caused to the family be-
cause they do not know where thelr child
is. In the case I have just referred to,
considerable distress has been sufiered by
other members of that boy's family.

Mr. Roberts: Is that the only case you
know of?

Mr MARSHALL: I have just mentioned
that the Police Department could cite
hundreds of such cases. I referred to this
one only to illustrate or to support my
reason for the introduction of this amend-
ment. The Bill seeks to suppress this type
of activity and to bring pressure on the
motorist who gives a lift to a child without
question. I know it is quite common for
motorists to pick up children when they
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are walking along the street and take
them to school. That practice is quite
prevalent in country districts.

But there are, of course, the motorists
who more or less know the children they
are picking up. It is not the intention
under this Bill to frown on that practice
and there is no intention to prevent the
continuance of it, but the Bill does en-
deavour to prevent the motorist from pick-
ing up a lad or a child and taking him
from place to place without some reason-
able explanation.

Mr. Roberts: You say this is a common
occurrence?

Mr. MARSHALL: Surely the person
giving a child a lift over a long distance,
must realise that no child would be want-
ing to go about the countryside unless
something was wrong.

Mr. Oldfield: How old was this child?

Mr. MARSHALL: Fouriteen. The cir~
cumstances suggest that the child had run
away from home. It did happen in this
case and it could happen countless times.
That is what the police say. It may be
considered that the onus of proof belng on
the driver Is unfair, hut is it? How else
can the matter be overcome if the driver
of the vehicle cannot have pressure brought
to hear on him? If one knows that a cer-
tain thing Is an offence in law, then one
does not do such a thing, or if one did
know that one was taking the risk of being
caught and Iif one did get caught, one can-
not blame any other person but one's self.

Hon, J, B. Sleeman: When a person is
caught, the onus is on him to prove his
innocence.

Mr. MARSHALIL: If the child gave &
reasonable excuse for requiring to travel,
an excuse that was lawful and possible,
then the driver of the vehicle is auto-
matically protected for he did, in fact,
obtain from the child {o his reasonable
satisfaction information that the child had
a good and lawiful reason for such convey-
ance. That is the reason for the amend-
ment. But i{f he picked up a child on the
road and did not even bother to inquire
for what reason the child wished to travel
and conveyed him 200 or 300 miles away,
surely no one would expect the law to
protect the driver under those circum-
stances!

In any cese there would have to be some
circumstances surrounding the issue before
action would be taken, and the purport of
this Bill is in the interests of and for the
protection of children. If a motorist knows
full well that he is subjecting himself to a
penalty if he conveys a child without hav-
ing Arst obtained a good and valid reason,
he will make sure that he gets that reason
first. If it is not a good reason, then he
will either refuse to convey the child, or he
will convey the child to the nearest police
station. That aspect has been covered by
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the Bill. I do not feel that any injustice
is being done to the motorist by placing
the onus of proof upon him when it 1s in
the interests of the child if this legislation
is passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. A, F. Watts, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL—-MOTOR SPIRITS RETAIL
. CONTROL.

Second Reading.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [3.56] in
moving the second reading said: Members
will recall that at this time last year a Bill
was introduced into this House the pur-
pose of which was to set up some form
of legislation to attempt to bring back
stability to the retailers of motor spirits.
That Bill met with opposition from one
or two members in this House, but it
passed through both the second and third
reading steges without a division, When
it reached another place the reaction of
members was more or less evenly divided.
Subsequently a sclect committee was ap-
pointed and that in turn was made into
an Honorary Royal Commission. ‘The re-
port of the Royal Commission was tabled
in both Houses in recent months.

The Bill now before us has been drafted
entirely in conformity with the recom-
mendations contained in that report, with
the exception of recommendations No. 1
and No. 17. The reason for excluding them
from the Bill was, in the case of the first,
that it contained a recommendation to set
up a control authority along certain lines,
As g5 private meimnber cannot he given a
Message by the Governor, it was not pos-
sible to provide for the setting up of such
an authority, and therefore I took the only
other alternative offering, and that was to
make use of an existing control authority,
It was therefore decided to select the Chief
Inspector of Factories to exercise control,

Mr. Bovell: Does the Bill apply to out-
side the metropolitan area?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I have already said
that the Bill is in complete conformity
with the recommendations contained in
the report, and that has been tabled for
six weeks. If any member was interested
in the report or in this legisiation he would
have read the report referrred to. I pro-
pose to make this speech as short as pos-
sible and not {o delay the House unneces-
sarily. This matter has been before the
House for some time and most members
have seen the recommendations. For the
benefit of those who have not and for the
information of the member for Vasse, the
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Bill refers to the metropolitan area only;
any area outside can be brought in by
regtll.llation prescribed by the control auth-
ority.

Mr, Bovell: I am reading the Bill
quickly. I am only concerned with that
and not with the report.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The recommendations
contained in the report consist of only
five columns, and no one would be so
busy that he could not find the time to
read them.

Mr. Bovell: The report is not the Bill,

Mr. OLDFIELD: Recommendation No.
17, which is not contained in the Bill re-
fers to the fees coliected for pump cer-
tificates and set out that such moneys
should be applied to the authority referred
to in recommendation No. 1. If members
go to the trouble of checking the Bill with
the Royal Commission’s recommendations,
they will find that one clause does not alto-
gether tally with the recommendations,
because a PpProviso was inadvertentl_y
omitted in the drafting of the Bill. It is
proposed, however, to insert it at the Com-
mittee stage, if the Bill gets that far. The
proviso has reference to the clause dealing
with a wholesaler committing an offence
by refusing to supply a retailer with motor
spirits and/or pump equipment, The pro-
viso is to the effect that the wholesaler
can refuse the retailer unless the latter
agrees to enter into a solo-brand agree-
ment in respect of petrol.

After spending many months taking evi-
dence, the Royal Commission came to the
conclusion that solo-brand marketing of
petrol was desirable in a modified form
and under certain controls. The proviso
will be inserted to conform with that re-
commendation. The Bill proposes to set
up an authority to have power to regulate
sites. It permits to continue the solo-
brand marketing of petrel such as we have
at present, but makes it possible for the
multiple sale of lubricating oils to take
place. The commissionetrs in their wis-
dom decided that it was desirable to re-
tain solo-brand marketing unless the
wholesalers and the retailers were agree-
able in certain circumstances fo the mar-
keting of multipte brands.

It was found most unsatisfactory and
unfair to resellers and to the motoring
public that there should be any restraint
of trade In regard to lubricating olls, be-
cause the general motoring public are not
greatly interested in the brand of motor
spirit with which they propel their vehiele,
but most of them are concerned with the
type of oll used as a lubricant. It was
found that certain companies within Aus-
tralia, and this State in particular, were
being forced out of business because they
specialised in lubricating oils and were not
concerned with the reselling of petrol and
other oil fuels.
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Another provision in the Bill relates to
the control of trading hours within the
metropolitan area and any other area that
may he prescribed by regulation. Under
the Bill the reselling of petrol is permitte_d
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays to Fri-
days; from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays,
and from 9 am. to 12 noon on Sundays.
The hours for public holidays are the same
as for week days except that there is to
be a complete closure on Christmas Day,
Good Friday and Anzac Day, those being
more or less sacred days to most members
of the community.

There has been added to the clause deal-
ing with trading hours, a subclause em-
powering regulations to be framed to per-
mit the retailing of motor spirits in cir-
cumstances of emergency. ‘That was
strongly recommended by the Rayal Com-
mission.

When I made my decision to introduce
this measure, I instructed the draftsman
not to go beyond the recommendations of
the Royal Commission, and to go just as
far as circumstances would permit, bear-
ing in mind that I was a private member.
This he has done. The reason for my in-
structions was that I considered it did not
behove me or any other person who might
introduce similar legislation to contradict
or act contrary in any way, in the initial
stages, to the recommendations made by
members of another place who spent so
many hours over such a long period in-
quiring into what was the best course to
take with regard to this industry.

I trust that if memhers have any doubts
about anything in the Bill, they will ex-
press them during the Committee stage, I
hope, of course, that the Bill will pass the
second reading and will be dealt with in
Committee, and that members who are
really interested will give thelr full views
on the various clauses. I feel certain that
if Parliament deviates from the findings
of the commission, those gentlemen will
understand that, after all, Parliament
must have its say. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH PARKING
FACILITIES,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th December.

MR, ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[3.5]): The reason why I said “No" so
loudly when the vote was taken a moment
ago as to whether the debate on the
motion for the discontinuance of certain
railways should be taken after the con-
sideration of this Bill, was that I did not
know that this item was to be taken be-
fore the other. I did feel that possibly
the Minister for Works or the Minister in
charge of the Bill could have let me know.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Transport: The debate
was postponed until foday at your re-
quest,

Mr., ROSS HUTCHINSON:. I realise
that, and I was very grateful to the Min-
ister for permitting that to be done. My
opposition to the present change was
brought about because I had no know-
ledge that it was contemplated until the
Minister for Works moved his motion &
moment ago.

The Minister for Transport: You merely
make your speech now instead of in an
hour or two; that is all.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think that
the Minister might have made a protest
if he had been in my position. It is a
small thing—just a matter of a courtesy
that could have been extended to me.

I view this Bill with very mixed feel-
ings. Firstly, I view it with some pleasure
because an attempt is being made to as-
sist in solving the car parking problem
in the city of Perth. Secondly, I view
it with some alarm because motorists can
be subjected, through the installation of
parking meters, to costs additional to the
already high imposts they bear at pres-
ent. Further, I view it with alarm and &
sense of outrage on behalf of the public
when I consider the tyrannical tow-away
provislons contained in the Bill. Thirdly,
I view the Bill with some confusion be-
cause the public is somewhat confused
about certain aspects of parking at pres-
ent and the lack of co-ordination between
this aspect of town planning and further
aspects that are projected and in the plan-
ning stage at present.

This feeling of confusion I have has
been enhanced by two newspaper reporis
that contradict each other, one having
appeared in the “Daily News” and the
other in “The West Australian.” It is quite
likely that the contradiction has arisen
through an error.

The Minister for Transport: I think
that if vou confined yourself to the Bill
and forgot about the newspapers, you
would get nearer to the truth.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Please allow
me to make my point! These contradic-
tory statements were probably made in
error, but they do exemplify the confu-
sion that exists in the public mind at
present. In the “Daily News' on Wed-
nesday, the 5th December, under the
heading of *“First Meters in Less Busy
Zones”, this appears—

Perth City Council would probably
install parking meters in the city
within the next few months, Lord
Mayor Howard said today. However,
the meters would neot be put in Hay-
st. or the more congested areas imi-
tially.
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The following day in “The West Austra-
lian,” under the heading, “City Centre
First for Meters”, the following state-
ment was made:—

The Lord Mayor (Mr. H. R. Howard)
said yesterday that kerbside meters
would probably be installed first in
central Perth streets where there was
most traffic congestion.

That is probably something that can be
explained away fairly satisfactorily, but
it does not add to the general saisfaction
of the motoring public.

Mr. Norton: It sounds like good re-
porting.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am saying
that it exemplifies the confusion in the
public mind at present. I am not trying
to make a big item out of it.

The Minister for Transport: I repeat
that if you dealt with the legislation and
not with what the newspapers are saying,
you would get somewhere.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Once agaln,
the Minister is trying to get the last word,
and I am trying to make my point. As
I am on my feet, I suggest that I have
the right to have the last word in regard
to that matter.

The SPEAKER.: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Generally,
speaking, the purpose of the Bill may bhe
said to be to enable the council to con-
trol and regulate parking zones and faci-
lities in the City of Perth. It gives the
council authority to borrow up to £447,000.
There is & further provision giving
power to the council to install
parking meters, and the Bill also provides
for the creation of a parking fund to cater
for financial measures pertaining to this
Bill. Those and other powers are given
under general ministerial control in order,
as the Minister said, that nothing deroga-
tory or harmful or contradictory should
take place, and possibly counter the over-
all trafic control or town-planning pro-
Jects.

There are also a number of provisions
on which I shaill comment at the appro-
priate stage in my remarks. It appears to
me that more co-operation is required be-
tween the Minister for Transport and the
Minister for Works in regard to the hand-
ling of trafiic and their town-planning
project. The Bill has a great bearing on
the Stephenson plan-—upon town planning
generally—and I feel it should be studied
in conjunction with the overall fown-
planning effort. This is just a part of a
whole. I request that the Minister for
Transport give greater consideration fo
expanding the co-ordination that already
exists between the two departmentgs. be-
cause 1 believe there is great necessity for
it.
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I wish to make some observations upon
the parking station that is planned at
the foot of Mill-st. I think the Minister
said it would accommodate up to 1,600
cars. The Minister, during the course of
his speech, mentioned that the parking
station planned east of the Supreme Court
gardens would use only 50 per cent. of iis
space for actual car parking. I ask the
Minister now: Is it intended that only
50 per cent, of the area of the car park-
ing station at the foot of Mill-st. shall
be used for actual car parking?

A large part of the car park at the foot
of Mill-st. is to be on land that will be
reclaimed from the Swan River. I have
very definite views on this guestion, and
I believe the public has, too. I think it is
utterly wrong that the lovely area of
Perth Water should be reduced for the
purpose of car parking. In the matter
of approaches to the Narrows bridge, and
in the matter of access ways, where dire
necessity forces reclamation work, the
public is reconciled to the fact that the
work must take place; but when this
lovely area of Perth Water is to be re-
duced for the purpose of car parking, I
consider that a stand should be made.

Personally, I believe the people would
like strong views expressed against it he-
cause, by reducing the area of Perth
Water, we reduce Perth's greatest charm;
its greatest asset—that stretch of water of
the Swan River itself, Without the Swan
River, Perth would be just another city,
With the river, it is an cutstanding city
among the lovely cities of the world. As I
have said, the people condone the re-
clamation work on the Swan, but only in
so far as It is essential in the project of
the Narrows bridge.

The Minister said that the car park
would present quite nice views; that it was
intended it should be in the nature of a
garden park and that trees should be
planted profusely within it. Even if in
some distant future iime it does look a
falrly respectable site, it still will not com-
pare with the sweep of the river that would
remain there were it not for the car park.
If this is merely to conferm with a certain
section of the Stephenson plan, then, let
us alter that section of the plan; let us
change that line salong the river frontage.
I would say that the Government is politi-
cally dishonest in building a car park on
land reclaimed from the Swan River.

The Minister for Works: In following
the Stephenson plan, the Government is
dishonest?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
had knowledge of the Stephenson plan
when he gave an answer to the question
some 12 months age.

The Minister for Works: That does not
make any difference,
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It makes a
great deal of difference. In the meantime
there has been an election. I say again
that the Government has been politically
dishonest.

The Minister for Works: Because it has
followed the Stephenson plan.

Mr. Court: That is not the point.

The Minister for Works: That is what
he said. Whether it is the point or not, it
is what he sald.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Cottesloe.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I say again,
so0 that the Minister for Works need be
under no misapprehension, that the Gov-
ernment has been politically dishonest with
regard to puiting a car park on land re-
claimed from the Swan River, because the
member for South Perth—at the time it
zveas Mr. George Yates—asked the Minis-

) e

Will any part of the reclamation
work going on in that region be utilised
as a car park?

The Minister, in his reply, did not hum
and ha about it; he did not make any
stipulation but said—"“No.” So I say he is
dishonest at the present time.

The Minister for Works: That is still
correct,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
has subsequently stated that a portion of
this car park will be on land reclaimed
from the Swan River.

The Minister for Works: Yes, but differ-
ent land; not the land to which the mem-
ber for South Perth referred.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Is not that
quibbling? It is absolute quibble, and
would not stand up! I am amazed that
the Minister for Works should try fo get
out of it. He should accept this as it is.
He should not try to argue with me on this,
because the facts are quite straightforward.

The Minister for Works: Unfortunately
for you, they are.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Goodness
gracious! This reminds me of arguments
I have had with the Minister for Works
over things where he has heen proven
wreng. He is one of those people who
thinks he is the only one who can ever be
right; that he never makes & mistake. He
is probably bringing in his divine right
again.

The Minister for Works: I am sticking
‘to the facts.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHISON: The Minister
made that answer to the question.

The Minister for Works: And it was
correct.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Now he has
changed his mind and is building a car
park there.

[ASSEMSLY.]

The Minister for Works: No, I have not.

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: So I say it is
a great pity—it is more than that; it is a
great shame—that any portion of the river
should be utilised as a car park, We, and
the people, I think, will condone the
reclamation work as long as it is essential
for the Narrows bridge project. So I make
a strong protest on this point.

The Minister for Transport: This Bill
does not make or unmake the car park.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Bill has
to do with car parking. The Minister
mentioned that 1,600 cars will be parked
in this section.

The Minister for Transport: That will
still become a car park if the Bill is de-
feated.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: All right;
hut I am still entitled to make my protest
about it now because it is part and parcel
of the car parking plan outlined by the
Minister for Transport.

Another point I would like {0 mention
at this stage is that the Bill should have
been brought down much earlier. It is
absolutely wrong in principle, and not
conducive to good legislation for a Bill of
the importance of this one—this has a
great impaect on the people—to be brought
down in the dying hours of the session.

Mr. Marshall: We are knocking off.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think the
hon. member ought to knock off.

The Minister for 'Transport: Do you
want to do nothing in the last two or three
weeks of Parliament?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Not at all
I cannot mentlon what is left on the
notice paper to be discussed, but there is
a great deal. I make the point that im-
portant legislation, particularly legislation
like this which could have been introduced
earlier, should not he introduced at this
stage. I am not opposing the Bill,

Mr., Norton: Are you stonewalling it?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: See the ob-
vious look of relief on the Minister’s face!
The next point I desire to make concerns
the Minister for Transport. I have very
decided views on the tow away provision
in the Bill. This tow away principle is
an interference with private property by
people in a distinctive type of uniform,
and the provision for it is a most objec-
tionable feature of the Bill. I oppose it
whole-heartedly. Just imagine the people
who are going to tow away these ecars
owned by parking offenders. What shall
we call these people—Graham's Grabbers,
perhaps. I think that would be an excel-
lent name for them—Graham's Grahbers,
or Herbie’s Horrors! The tow away provi-
sion in the Bill finds no favour with me.
Surely the laws of the land are sufficient
to deal with parking offenders.
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I agree with the Minister that there
should be a tightening up with regard to
people who break parking laws; and in-
deed there has been a tightening up. Re-
cently the parking regulations have been
enforced much more strictly than on pre-
vious occasions—and with that I agree. 1
commend the Minister for it. But do not
1et us fall for the tow away business which
appears to me to be arbitary, unjust and
unnecessary when the laws of the land
can operate.

We are putting a police control in tne
hands of people who do not know; and
where the control is not warranted. This
is foreign to our ideas and ideals. The
Minister made reference to the tow away
provision and he mentioned that it had
been imposed in a suburb of Brisbane. He
sald it had had an electrifying effect on
the motorist. That is not to be wondered
at. No doubt if the Minister for Trans-
port were to include in the Bill a provision
saying that parking offenders were to be
put up sgainst a wall and shot that, too,
would have an electrifying effect on
motorists.

The Minister for Transport: If you
were ever to make a commonsense remark,
that would have an electrifying effect on
members of this Chamber.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not
think the Minister liked my remark about
Grabam's Grabbers.

The Minister for Transport: You sare
making a clown of yourself.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would say
that the Minister is making a clown of
himself; he tries to make himself a little
dictator and one who is not responsive to
any criticlsm. He is a chap who can dish
it out but he does not like taking it. So
on this occasion I suggest he take it, be-
cause I can remember him dishing it out
on many occasions.

The SPEAKER.: 1 suggest that the hon.
member get back to the Bill.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I must
answer the interjections of the Minister.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the Bill

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I was re-
ferring to the electrifying effect on motor-
ists in Brisbane when the tow away ser-
vice was implemented in a suburb there.
No doubt the Minister will find that when
that service is implemented here, he will
be the one who will be shocked. The
Minister also mentioned that this tow
away action was suspended in Brisbane
for a time just prior to an election. To
guote his own words, he said—

I understand the dogs were called
off because of an impending election
a few manths ago.

Let us consider that statement. This
tow away business was suspended because
of an impending election. The Minister
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says that the dogs were called off—ap-
parently he used it in a metaphorical
sense—because of an impending election,
obviously because the people there did not
like it and the people in Western Australia
will like it a jolly sight less. The people
here will dislike this tyrannical tow away
service.

Provision is made in the Bill that if
any damage is caused to the car while it
is being towed away, the motorist has no
redress and cannot claim damages. That
car could be damaged to any extent and
there is a get-out clause in the Bill which
completely exonerates the officers, or
Graham’s Grabbers, who are doing the
job. It also exonerates the Minister and
the State Government. So it will be seen
that, added to the indignity of having his
car taken away, the motorist is liable to
suffer damages to his car to an unspecified
extent. That is shameful treatment.
There Is nothing in the Bill to cover the
protection or preservation of property,
and that should be uppermost in our
minds.

Even if these tow away people were to
exercise a great deal of care and judgment
in lifting these cars and taking them away,
and no obvious damage was done, a cer-
tain amount of damage could be caused
to the steering mechanism. If a car is
towed away on its front wheels, with the
back of the car lifted, it is within the
bounds of possibillty that the steering
could be upset and subsequently the same
motorist could be involved in an accident
with that car.

I do not like the provision and it is my
intention to oppose it in Committee. As
regards parking meters, in essence they
are another form of tax on the motorist
who is already a pretty overtaxed person.
Already this Government has increased
licence fees and the motorist pays for his
roads through the petrol tex. Indeed, the
moterists have the right to park on the
roads—the roads belong to motorists be-
cause they pay for them.

The Minister for Works: Do they?

. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the Min-
ister for Works will control himself—he
is out of order anyway—

The Minister for Works: Right for the
first time!

 Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have been
right on many other occasions but the
Minister just will not give in. He dies
very hard, does the Minister for Works.
At present Y do not actively oppose the
provision regarding parking meters be-
cause from the research that I have
undertaken, I find that the Royal Auto-
mobile Club is not opposed to it and, to
a great extent, although not completely,
that body represents the motorists of this
State. As the R.A.C. does not oppose fit,

I am rather reluctant actively to oppose
it myself.
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Mr. Norton: Haven't you & mind of your
own?
Mr. Johnson: That is obvious.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: At least I
have not the idea of the Minister for
Works regarding the Divine Right of
Tonkin.

The SPEAKER: That has nothing to
do with parking meters.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the Min-
ister for Works will be qulet, I will not
have to refer to him.

Mr, Jamieson: He has not said anything
for five minutes.

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber was wrong that time.

Mr., ROSS HUTCHINSON: If it was not
the Minister for Works, then someone
made an under-the-lap remark. I would
like to address a query to the Minister
with regard to parking and it is this:
Could he let us know at this stage— al-
though I know it is not within his province
and that the Perth City Council will deal
with it—the approximate cost of car
parking within the parking stations he
mentioned. I think that is something that
should be known as soon as possible. Also,
I am interested in what will happen when
these car parks are fllled to capacity, as
they will be very quickly, and as the Min-
ister himself suggested they would be. He
even mentioned that multi-storeyed build-
ings and tunnels may be used in the future.

Mr. I. W. Manning: They might like
to fill in some more of the river and put
some there.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: We must try
to avold that at all costs. When we think
of multi-storeyed buildings, tunnels and
the like in regard to car parking, we really
must be right on the ball as regards co-
ordination with town planning generally.
I wonder whether at this stage the Min-
ister would be able to give us any more
information on that point.

One part of the Bill makes mention of
the City Council being able to engage in
trading or business ventures of iis own
volition. I do not like that provision al-
though I know that it is subject to min-
isterial control. I feel strongly about the
Perth City Council being able to engage
in business or trading ventures, especially
when it could lesse the area to a private
individual or company.

Indeed, the Minister, very sensibly I
thought, mentioned that particular fact
and said that he supposed the Perth City
Council would take that action and
instead of operating business ventures it-
self, such as the selling of petrol and oil,
car cleaning and so on, it would no doubt
lease portion of the parking area .to -
private concern. I hope that that is so.
I intend to move an amendment along
those lines incorporating my ideas and

{ASSEMBLY.]

enabling the council to lease the land but
not to utilise it on its own behalf for a
sort of semi-socialistic enterprise,

Mr. Potter: Hutchinson’s hallucinations
again!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minis-
ter said that as regards the moneys raised
from parking meters and the like objec-
tion could perhaps be raised because the
council might flll its coffers at the
motorists’ expense. ‘There is some degree
of truth in that and some objection could
be raised. But I appreciated the Minister’s
remark. It will impose a tax on the
motorist and where the objection does lie
is in the council’s being able to enter into
business ventures such as the selling of
petrol and the like.

Purther, I would like to ask the Minister
this_ question: How long ecan parking
stations on flat land remain as car parking
DPlaces when our city develops? Probably
this Jand will become far too vatuahle to
continue to be used as car parks. 'The
Minister began to touch upon that point
in his speech and I think he might amplify
it a little further when he replies. He
could combine it with his remarks on
multi-storeyed buildings and thus elu-
cidate his earlier remarks.

There are one or two minor points upon
whlth wish to touch and I think the
Minister should be able to clear them up
fairly easily when he replies. I would ask
why there is such a great distance allowed
where parking is prevented from the
corners to where the parking stalls are
marked out? Previously I think the dis-
tance was 30 ft. from the corner but now
it seems to have been increased consider-
ably. If the Minister were to allow park-
ing nearer the corner in some of these
side streets, I feel sure he would be able
to acommodate at least ancther two cars
and perhaps even another four in some
of those parking areas.

The Minister for Transport: What side
streets have you in mind?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: All the side
streets in Perth, If the Minister had a
look at the stalls marked in Pler-st. he
would find that they end quite a distance
from the corner. Cars should be per-
mitted to park nearer the corners of some
of these side streets than they are at
present.

Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 45 pm.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Prior to the
suspension, I was referring to the fact
that I felt certain extra stalls could have
been provided in side streets like Pier-st.
I feel, too, that space could possibly have
heen utilised betier than it has heen so
far, and I am wondering whether the size
of the stalls is a little bigger than it need
be. I do not say this as criticism, but I
wondered whether they could have been
nearer to drive-ins of business premises
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and that perhaps more stalls might have
been provided in the city area than there
are at the present time.

There is a point I probably should know,
but I do not; it is probably ignorance on
my part. I notice in the evening a num-
ber of commercial stands are left vacant
by private motorists. I presume that the
motorists do not know they may use them
at night. Perhaps the Minister could
inform me on that point. In moving
around the ecity, I did notice that the
parking stalls marked in yellow were
vacant and I felt motorists would have
been glad to use them. T noticed some
commercial stalls were marked “no park-
ing at any time,” whilst others just had
the yellow mark.

The Minister for Transport: They are
the stalls near theatres and places of
entertainment to allow for taxis and pri-
vate motorists to pick people up,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have an-
other point which is quite a minor one but
I think it should be brought up. Would
it not be possible to utilise spaces near
hydrants, theatres and churches for taxi
stands and eliminate the present taxi
stands? I would also like to ask the Min-
ister about momentary parking for the
picking up and setting down of passengers.
I do not know whether I gauged from his
remarks at one time, that the interpreta-
tion of this particular regulation might be
relaxed at some time. I would urge that
the momentary parking for the picking up
and setting down of passengers could be
more reglistic than it is at the present
time. The aspect of personal convenience
to people appears to have been completely
overlooked.

To sum up, I would say I do not intend
to oppose the Bill. Where I have spoken
strongly, it has been in opposition to cer-
tain clauses. I have strong opposition to
the tow away proposal and have some 0b-
jection to further taxation of motorists,
but, in the interests of the whole, I sup-
pose I must agree. As I have already
intimated, I desire to give further notice
of my intention to amend a clause of the
Bill which permits the Perth City Council
to engage in business ventures of parking
stations. Apart from that, I support the
Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. T. Tonkin—Melville) [4.9]: The mem-
ber for Cottesloe devoted quite a lot of the
time of his speech to dealing with pro-
posals to provide car parking facilities in
the vicinity of the Narrows bridge and he
endeavoured to establish that, in connec-
tion with parking facilities, I had at some
time or other deliberately misled this
House and the people generally. The hon.
member stated that in giving certain
answers to questions I was politically dis-
honest, meaning, of course, I did not tell
the truth. I think it is as well for me
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to put, not only the member for Cottesloe
rieht, but anybody else who has been
thinking the same way.

The questions to which he referred were
asked on the 10th August last year by the
then member for South Perth, Mr. Yates.
He asked a series of questions, but it is
only necessary for me to deal with the
first three. The first one was—

On whose authority was the present
reclamation of Perth Water authorised
for the building of a bridege across the
Narrows?

To that, my answer was—

The reclamation was authorised by
the State Government.

That was correct then and it is correct
now. The second question was—
What is the total extent of the re-
clamations proposed?

My answer was—
Approximately 43 acres.

At that time the proposal was to resume
or reclaim 43 acres. The third question
was—

Is it intended that any portion of
the reclaimed area will be used for
parking facilities for motor-vehicles?

My reply was—
No.

And I repeat that was perfectly truthful.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Is it truthful
now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
making this speech, We intended to re-
claim and we did not propose, when this
guestion was asked, to use any of it for
car parking. Subsequently a scheme was
submitted to the Perth City Council which
involved further reclamation beyond this
43 acres and on which it was intended to
accommodate some hundreds of motorears.
The Perth City Council pointed out that
they could not provide the parking facili-
ties with the necessary landscaping, with-
out intruding 3% acres into the 43 acres, in
connection with which I had no inten-
tion of providing car parking. However,
the argument was so logical and sound
with regard to the necessity to adequately
landscape this area that I could not con-
tinue to objeet to allowing the use of 3%
acres out of the 43 acres originally re-
claimed.

Mr. Speaker, I repeat that at the time
the guestion was asked, neither I nor any-
body in the Maln Roads Department had
any intention of utilising a square yard of
that ground for car parking. But I ask
you, Sir, if it was subsequently shown to
you that in order to make a thoroughly
satisfactory job, it was necessary to intrude
a very short way into an area where it
was never intended to park cars, should
you be prevented from agreelng because
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you gave an answer in Parliament which
said no such land was to be used for car
parking?

Mr. Court: If you had given that ex-
planation when subsequent questions were
asked, a lot of misunderstanding would
have been removed in regard to the matter.
Three and a half acres of city land is not a
small area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
not have satisfled the member for Cot-
tesloe. I am not arguing as to whether
3% acres is a large area or not. The point
at issue is whether, in giving these re-
plies, I was dishonest, politically or otherx-
wise.

Mr. Court: If you had been more frank
when giving answers to subsequent ques-
tions—

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Cottesloe has not dealt with
subsequent questions; he dealt with these
questions, and he said that in giving my
answers to these questions, I was politically
dishonest.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Your subsequent
actions make you politically dishonest.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it is im-
possible to get the hon. member to accept
any situation which is contrary to the
views which he already has in his head.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But you have just
explained a situatlon in which you were
wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member said that these answers were not
correct answers, and I say that they were.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But they are not
true now. They have not been borne out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Should
one waste time with the hon. member,
when the situation must be perfectly clear
even to a child who has heen only six
months at school?

Hon. L. Thorn: He dined at Government
House last night!

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty:
jealous!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Even
though it does not concern me much
whether or not the hon., member can be
convinced, I hope members generally will
be able to appreciate the position. If sub-
sequent events cause an alteration or
modification of one's plans, that does not
in any way detract from an answer which
might have heen given previously, or prove
it wrong. If at the time I gave those
answers, I had had plans for doing some-
thing else, or even an idea of doing some-
thing else, the hon. member's criticism
would be justified, hut at the time when
those answers were glven, it was not the
intention of the department nor my in-
tention to use one square yard of that land
for parking purposes, and so there is no

Do not be
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guestion of dishonesty, political or other-
wise, in connection with that matter. If
the hon. member wants now to change his
ground and refer to subsequent answers,
he is still no better off.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: But I have not
changed my ground.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is still no hetter off, because the
subsequent answers were also perfectly
factual. The question of parking certainly
must be discussed in connection with this
Bill but it will be in no way affected by
the passage or otherwise of the measure,
because the plan for providing certain
parking space to meet the request of the
Perth City Council, will still have to be
determined. The additional reclamation
work being undertaken Is being done be-
cause the Government feels that is the
correct course to follow, but it does not in
any way indicate that the Government’s
views in connection with this matter were
previously wrong or that any dishonesty
was involved In giving Information in re-
ply to questions.

MR, CROMMELIN (Claremont) [4.20]:
I support the Bill in principle although I
do not like the tow away clause. Many
people have already said that the fact
that there are parking meters in Mel-
bourne and Sydney is no reason for us
to have them here, and they point out
that licence fees are going up and that
parking meters would be a still further
imposition on the motorist. To some ex-
tent, I agree with that contention but I
also feel thet it is better for a lot of
people to get a llittle bit of parking
accommodation than for a great many
people to get no parking space at all.

It is also fairly evident that most of our
traffic jams occur in our three or four
main streets and not in the slde streets to
the same degree. I think that parking for
longer periods occurs more often in the
smaller streets owing to the fact that the
traffic officers concentrate more in the
main streets where people are not prepared
to take the chance of staying as long as
they will in the side streets. That applies
also in Melbourne where a count of the
vehicles in the main streets was taken to-
wards the end of 195¢ and again at the
end of 1955.

The count had reference to cars parked
along the kerb,

In 1954 there were 23,199 cars parked
and in 1955 there were 23,913, an increase
of 714 cars or 3 per cent. In the so-
called little streets in 1954, there were
6,653 cars parked and in 1955 9,468, or an
increase of 2.815 cars, or 29 per cent.,
which proved that in most cases people
take the risk of parking longer in the
side streets. The installation of the park-
ing meters in those side streets had a
tremendous effect on the turnover to the
extent that it was 26 per cent. more in
the small streets than in the main streets,
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I hope that if this power is given to the
Perth City Council, it will, under the Mini-
ster’s administration, take a reasonable
attitude towards this subject. I do not
think it is fair that motorists should be
able to feed the meters and I think the
time should be limited to what is set down
originally, as otherwise a man with a
pocketful of sixpenny pieces could leave
his car in the same place all day and that
would defeat the object of the legislation.

The Minister for Transport: At the ex-
piration of one period, the vehicle is re-
quired to move on.

Mr. CROMMELIN: I presume that the
meters will cease operating at a certain
time in the evening—possibly 7 p.m.—as
they do in the Eastern Siates, except for
special parking places. Another point
which might be of concern to a number
of people is the coloured sighs and mark-
ings on roadways. There is a great num-
ber of people who are colour-blind. I, for
one, am totally colour-blind and should I
park where I think the marking is red,
whereas it is really green, I might be
fined. I do not think that is fair, and I
hope the Minister will give attention to
that question. In my opinipgn, the time
will come when it will be utterly impossible
for heavy vehicles to deliver goods in the
city in day-time. Such deliveries are
totally prohibited in Melbourne and de-
livery by heavy vehicles is not allowed
between 8 am. and 8 pm. Although at
the outset that system caused consterna-
tion among the bhig stores and possibly
also the transport people, it is now work-
ing reasonably well.

Although the Minister says the tow
away provision has had a dramatic effect,
I do not think it is quite fair, because
there is a proviston in motor-vehicle in-
surance policies which says that if a car
is damaged while being towed, the in-
surance company has the right to claim
against the tower for any damage. The
measure would prevent the insurance com-
panies from making that claim and pos-
sibly, as a result of that, the insurance
companies will take that clause out of their
policies. For that reason I think the pro-
vision is too severe.

The ideal way, if we could adopt if, to
ease our traffic problems, would be to
stagger the hours for the big stores. 1
appreciate that that is not a Government
matter, but if the retail traders would
agree thet the employees of some of them
should start an hour or an hour and a half
earlier—as I am sure they would be happy
to do in summer-time—and knock off that
much earlier, I am convinced that that
would do a tremendous amount towards
overcoming the difficulty in future.

I suppose that when the large parking
areas are provided and vested in the Perth
City Council, some attempt will be made
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by the Minister to provide services, per-
haps from Mount’s Bay-rd, across to the
Wellington-st. area or even right around
the city, as the distance would be too far
for car-owners to walk after having parked
their vehicles. I would like to see a pro-
vision that the Perth City Council should
provide taxi stands on the new parking
Iots a5 I think many people would he glad
to pay a taxi fare from the parking
station to their offices, and particularly
if there was provision to guard against
racketeering and ensure that the taxi
should take four people on the irip for
the same price as it would charge for
one,

It is reasonable to assume that in the
near futyre we will run out of land on
which to provide the number of parking
areas which will be required. X do not
favour multi-storey buildings for park-
ing, because with from 600 to 800 cars
parked in such & structure there would
be even bigger traffic jams than one
finds in the streets when all those vehicles
attempted to leave at 5 p.m.

There are some squares in the near
metropolitan area, such as Hyde Park and
Wellington Square which, to my mind,
would be ideal for underground parking.
In these days it may seem fantastic to
talk abcout underground parking, but with
the progress we are making and in view of
the increasing number of vehicle registra-
tions every year, it would be much better
to provide for underground parking in the
places I have mentioned and still preserve
the parks above for the children, than to
have multiple-storied buildings for park-
ing which would, in any event, be far from
attractive.

It behoves the Minister, if possible in
the near fufure, to make some attempt
to lessen the parking space allotted to
buses. I do not know whether the buses
that now park on the east side of the
Christian Brothers' College are allowed to
park there all day free of charge and are
to continue parking there, or whether they
are to be pushed further out and leave
that place available for meter stalls. It
would be & help if a little parking space
could be set aside to enable taxis to pick
up passengers. Even if only in a modifled
form, I think some taxts could be per-
mitted to cruise. I realise that taxis
cruising at a slow speed constitute a
traffic hazard, but If they were allowed to
cruise at a reasonable speed and to stop
long enough to pick up their passengers,
I consider that such a proposal would he
reasonable,

The other day, as the Minister pointed
out, people were standing in the rain In
long queues waiting to catch buses, It is
only logical that if a person could hail &
taxl without walking a few hundred yards
to the nearest tax! stand, it would be a
great convenience. With the exception of
the tow away clause and in the hope that
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the Minister may accept some of my sug-
gestions in regard to stands on the larger
parking lots, I support the second reading
of the Bill

On motion by Mr.
adjourned.

MOTION—RAILWAYS.
Discontinuance of Cerlain Lines.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion by the Minister
for Transport:—

That in the opinion of this House,
having regard particularly to the con-
siderations referred to in Appendix
“A"” to this motion, the services pro-
vided by the railways listed in
Appendix “B"” to this motion should,
notwithstanding certain other con-
siderations, be discontinued and that
such railways should cease to be
operated.

O’'Brien, debate

Appendix “A.”

(1) The annual cash deficits of the
State railways. .

(2) The condition of State railways
generally and particularly of the rail-
ways listed in Appendix “B.”

(3) The need for improvements in
the economical operation of the State
rallways, and for the concentration of
rajlway resources to permit of all-
round improvements in the cost of
operating the rallways.

(4) The facts that the rallways
listed in Appendix “B" are unprofit-
able and that their rehabilitation and
operation would involve heavy ex-
penditure when compared with exist-
ing and anticipated future traffic on
those railways.

(5) The rising costs of operating
rallways.

(6) The need to avoid, to every
possible extent, any necessity to in-
crease rall freights on the remaining
railways, and to provide for the ade-
quate rehabilitation and operation of
the remaining railways.

(T) The recovery of materials for
use on other railways.

(8) The availabllity and use of
other means of transport.

(9) The most satisfactory and

economical employment of staff.

Appendix “B."
Railways.
Length of
Rallways.
Miles.

Meekatharra to Wiluna 111
Cue to Big Bell 19
Malecolm to Laverton .. 64
Geraldton to Ajana ... 67
Wokarina to Yuna ... 38
Burakin to Bonnie Rock .. 76
Mukinbudin to Lake Brown ... 8

Lake Brown to Bullfinch ... 50
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Bullfinch to Southern Cross ... 22
Boddington to Narrogin 51
Busselton to Margaret River a8
Margaret River to Flinders Bay 29
Elleker to Nornalup ... 61
Brookton to Corrigin ... 56
Lake Grace to Hyden 58
Katanning to Pingrup 59
Gnowangerup to Onhgerup ... 35
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MR. O’BRIEN (Murchison) [4.35]: This
motion has created a great deal of interest
among, and much concern to, the people
of Wiluna, Laverton and Big Bell, especi-
ally the business people. The Minister for
‘Transport, representing the Minister for
Railways, gave a thorough explanation of
the whole position. He submitted reasons
why certain railway lines should be discon-
tinued. I have lived practically all my life
on the Murchison goldfields and it can be
expected of me that I know all the facts of
the case in the district concerned.

At present we have a railway giving a
service from Meekatharra to Wiluna. The
line travels through very good mining and
bastoral country. I have travelled that
route both by car and on horseback. This
country has a definite future which is not
ours to see. I have seen mining towns
rise and fall many times. One centre at
present that is proving to be of great
interest to the whole of the State, is Mt.
Magnet. Some time ago thai centre de-
clined, but in recent years it has again
made a substantial revival,

Wiluna is by no means finished; far
from it. Around Paroo Siding there is a
belt of heavy country which, if irrigated,
would prove to be excellent pastoral
country. There is a strip of land there
which 1s 30 miles long and 10 miles wide
each side of Wiluna which, if irrigated,
would have an excellent future. Wiluna
lies above an artesian basin and I know
that the water in some of the wells is
plentiful and of good quality. 'The poten-
tialities of Wiluna have already been
proved. As I have sald, there is plenty
of water available and the country will
carry cattle and sheep.

Many minerals are also to be found
there. At the present time, about 30
miles north of Wiluna a company is pro-
ducing copper ore which has a very high
percentage of copper. That company em-
ploys 3¢ men and it intends to double
its output in the near future. There are
other places to the east and to the south-
east, such as Kathleen Valley, which also
hold out great possibilities for the pro-
duction of copper.

Purther south lies Mt. Sir Samuel where
a State battery is operating and where
there are several prospectors in the field.
There are many other centres right
through to Sandstone and Agnew. At
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Lawlers many small mines are still in pro-
duction which could be increased if worked
on up-to-date methods. On from there
are Leonora, Murrin Murrin and then Mor-
gans and Laverton. In the past all of these
towns have been large gold producers and
they could be again. There is the Morgan
mine, for example, which is identical with
the famous Hill 50 goldmine at Boogardie,
3% miles west of Mt. Magnet. That mine
has produced 13,839 fine ounces of gold
from 4,591 tons of ore. That is over three
ounces to the ton. The late Mr. J. Fox,
who was a well-known mining promoter,
lived in this area prior to his death and
he put the Morgan goldmine on a payable
basis in the same way as the Hill 50 gold-
mine, of which he was a director.

The previous Minister for Railways has
said, “Cut the dead wood.” That means
cutting off these railway line branches.
Without hesitation, I say that if we give
nourishment to the tree, the branches will
hear fruit aplenty. In the last few weeks
1 have led several deputations to the Min-
ister for Railways and the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways. At
the moment, I am waiting for the Min-
ister for Railways to return to his office so
that I can introduce another deputation
to him. In my opinion, to discontinue the
railway line between Meekatharra and
Wiluna, and between Malcolm and Laver-
ton would be to jeopardise the chances
of the prospectors who are operating in
that area at present.

Gold is what we want today and plenty
of it. Gold is the answer to our economic
problem. In the 1890's, Western Austiralia
took its first step forward as the result
of the discovery of gold. Subsequently
gold stood this State in good stead,
especially in the early 1930's, following upon
the last depression. Gold is the yardstick
of value throughout the world. Although
the beneflts it has granted to this State
have been most considerable, the beneflts
it has conferred on the country as a whole
are even greater. It is Australia’s greatest
dollar earner. It is Australia’s direct
means of restaoring overseas credits.

The goldmining industry indirectly sup-
ports more than 50,000 Western Aus-
tralians and spends over £5,000,000 on
stores and equipment. It pays wages ex-
ceeding £5,000,000 per annum. Western
Australia owes much to the goldmining in-
dustry. So let us stop and think. Let
us think of the pioneers of yesteryear and
of the goldmines of today and tomorrow.

The Minister for Transport: This motion
is to close certain rallway lines, not the
goldmines.

Mr. O'BRIEN: In closing the railway
lines, the Minister will close the goldmines
as well. Taking the technically trained
men, the miners, the mineralogists, the
geologists and the mechanical engineers—
from one who knows—1I would say that the
Industry has a Tfascinating, adventurous
and remunerative career for any young

3107

man, That is the reason why I appeal o0
the Government today not to discontinue
the lines.

I am not blaming the Government for
all the disabilities to be found associated
with the railways, but we must remember
that gold is required, and that is what I
have at heart. It will get Australia out of
her difficult financial position and repay
the millicns that we owe to Great Britain,
the U.S A, and overseas. Surely we should
take into consideration what those gold-
mining towns have produced in the past
and what they can produce in the future if
they are not strangled or cut off from the
large cities and ports. I say that the rail-
way is the lifeline of the goldmining in-
dustry, We have heard it barked around
that Wiluna is dead, but Wiluna produced
1,468,162 oz. of gold,

Hon. L. Thorn: It is producing good
lucerne now,

Mr. O'BRIEN: It definitely is. Wiluna
produced a total of 1,873,325 fine 0z. What
about the position of Lancefield? In 1955,
only two years ago, the State battery there
crushed 40,962 tons of ore and that kept
the battery going. Without the railway
line to Laverton, that mine would close
within a week. That is why I am making
this appeal for the continuance of that
line. The Lancefield produced thousands
of fine ounces of gold, in exact fgures
4,687 oz., and also 220 oz. of silver.

Then there is the production in the dis-
triet hetween Maleolm, Murrin Murrin,
Morgan and Laverton. It is not a question
of the line going from one town to the
other. It serves the district on either side
of the line. We should make the best use
of the land on each side, and pastoral lands
are included, by closer settlement, if pos-
sible. Malcolm produced over 53,000 oz.:
Murrin Murrin, which is on the line to
Laverton, produced 109,340 oz.; and
Morgan, from 71,000 tons of ore produced
202,328 oz. which is practically an oz. to the

n.

Mr. Oldfield: What are they producing
today besides kangaroos and emus?

Mr. O'BRIEN: 1 wish to refer to the
discontinuance of the Sandstone line and
to the debate contained in 1948 Hansard.
In moving the second reading of the Bill
relating to the closing of that line, the
Mﬁister for Railways (Hon. H. S. Seward)
said—

This Bill is introduced for the pur-
pose of authorising the closing and
pulling up of the Mt. Magnet-Black
Range railway. Before proceeding with
the Bill, I desire to express regret that
it has been brought down at such a late
stage of the sesslon. I was desirous of
obviating the need for introducing it,
if that were possible, but in order to
give members a warning that it might
be introduced, notice of it was given
some days ago. The sole reason for its
being brought down is the inability of
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the Railway Department to obtain
rails with which {0 carry on urgently
required maintenance work.

The department was short of rails and
I do hot dispute that, hut I can say that
I watched where the rails that were taken
up went to. I know that a lot of them were
stacked at the Mt. Magnet railway yard
and were used for cattle ramps by the
pastoralists in the surrounding district.
Some Governments will give any excuse at
all to close down a railway line which may
mean 50 much to the State. He went on
to say—

Orders have been placed in the
Eastern States but it is impossible to
obtain the rails required. It reveals
an alarming state of affairs in Aus-
tralia when we realise thal urgently-
needed steel rails are obtainable in
such very limited quantities, and yet
only last week we received a circular
from the United States offering thou-
sands of tons of rails. Unfortunately
they would not be usable here. But
that shows that ralls are being manu-
factured elsewhere in required quan-
tities, whereas we are not able to keep
pace with requirements. All other
sources of supply having failed, the
only alternative left to the department
was to look to some of the lesser used
or unpayable lines with the object of
taking them up and using the rails for
maintenance work.

We know the result. I have asked gues-
tions in this House concerning the Sand-
stone railway line and how much it cost to
dismantle it.

Mr. Oldfield: This motion does not say
that the lines are to be dismantled.

The Minister for Transport: Yet.

Mr. O'BRIEN: The Sandstone-Black
Range line was built way back In the 1900’s.
I want members to bear that in mind. 1
have travelled on the Meekatharra-Wiluns
line. T was very much concerned about it
in 1853 and I took a special trip on that
line with the district engineer and travelled
in his coach on the back of the train to
find out if it was in a good state of repair.
It was in a very fair condition. That line
was opened in 1932, and the distance is 117
miles. The Act authorising its construc-
tion was passed in 1927. The capital cost
was over £381,000. The Laverton line was
opened in 1905 and consists of 64 miles.
The Act was passed in 1902 and the capital
cost to construct was £64,073.

Recently I asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Railways the following
question:—

How much Collie coal was used by
the Western Australian Government
Rzilways for the following years:—
1851, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956 to
30th June?
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The Minister for Transport, who repre-
sents the Minister for Rallways, gave the
following reply:—

Collie coal used for all purposes
was—
Year ended the
30th June tons
1951 367,935
1952 358,049
1953 231,996 (metal
trades strike)
1954 381,875
1955 353,262
1956 303,711

I also asked him the following:—

(1) How many steam engines are
out of commission due to the intro-
duction of diesels?

(2) What was the cost of the diesels
purchased?

(3) What is the estimated value of
the steam engines now idle?

(4) What is the class of each en-
gine?

The replies were—

(1) The advent of dieselisation has
enahled 57 steam locomotives to be re-
leased. Of these, 40 have since been
written off and 14 are waiting to be
written off. Three serviceable oll-
burning locomotives remain.

(2} “X"” class—£72,400 approxi-
mately. Final cost not yet
determined.
“XA" class—£74,400 approxi-
mately, Final cost not yet
determined.
“Y"” class—£33,907.
“Z" class—£16,023.

(3) The three serviceable loco-

motives are valued at approximately
£10,400 each,

(4) The locomotives referred to in
No. (2) above are:—

Class. Number.
“ASG” .. 11
“B”» 3
llDSll 1
“ES” 8
llLOD 1]1.
Ilo!l 9
IINII 6
MU!I 3
Total 57

Of the total the “U” class are 10
years old, the “ASG” about the same,
while the rest range between 40 and
58 years of age,

The reason why I asked those questions
was, even to take the dimmest view of
the days shead, the condition of the line
could be overcome to some extent by using
lighter engines over It rather than heavy
ones. I have worked on the rallways and
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the tramways. I worked in them in the
days when we were obliged to go into the
gravel pits and shovel gravel by hand. I
have worked on ballast trains and ploughed
the gravel onto sections of the line. 1
have done the work of resleepering and
bedding sleepers. I know what I am speak-
ing about when I say that the cost can be
reduced by at least one-tenth with up-to-
date methods, with froni-end loaders in-
stead of using the hand method of shovel-
ling. Present-day costs can be drastically
reduced. One dees not need to have too
many brains to nut that out.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Tell them about
the manganese railway.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I know that the Minis-
ter is in the position to have this legisla-
tion passed, at least through this Cham-
ber; but I ask him to give careful
consideration to this matter. I feel sure
he is capable of handling the situation
with which he is confronted. I refer to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Railways. He is the responsible man in
this Chamber, I ask that before any final
decision is reached to discontinue this
line, consideration be given to providing a
sealed road.

Of course, I know that opinions about
sealed roads differ greatly. I have travelled
over this read in the summer when there
has been no rain. But if there is a fall
of a couple of inches—and sometimes
there is as much as five or six inches in
a few days—the positlon is hopeless,
and remains so for some considerable
time. I consider that a sealed road
is the only one that could be considered
an all-weather road. Back in 1948 the
people in the Sandstone-Black Range area
were told that they would be given an all-
weather road. I have travelled along that
road in a light car, and I say that it is
not an all-weather road.

Mr. Bovell: A lot of work will have to
be done on the Laverton road to make it
an all-weather road.

Mr, O'BRIEN: It is 2 dangerous road.
I have travelled through the Murchison
with the present Minister for Transport.

Mr. Bovell: That would be nice.

Mr. O'BRIEN: We were caught in a
shower of rain, and he will confirm my
statement that twice we slipped of the
road.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Who was driv-
ing?

Mr. O'BRIEN: The Minister. I would
have been more cautious, knowing the
road,

Mr. Rodoreda: Did you get back again?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Over the last few weeks
we have been confronted with a difficulty
concerning water. Originally water was
provided for the steam trains. Now, with
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the advent of dieselisation, the depart-
ment wants to pull down the overhead
water tanks.

Mr, Sewell: They are doing Sso.

Mr. O'BRIEN: Those tanks are neces-
sary for use by the townspeople. But the
department was going ahead with the
pulling them down till I kicked up & fuss.
The people could be allowed to go short of
water.

Mr. I. W. Manning: They will leave the
railway line there if you kick up a fuss.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I sincerely hope they
will. Nobody wants to be responsible for
this water. ‘The railway is to go and
nobody will accept responsibility for the
water supply. But somebody will have to
be responsible so long as I am the mem-
ber for Murchison.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. O'BRIEN: We have heard a lot
about cutting down costs in the railways.
The department has a machine that costs
£20,000 a year to hire.

Mr. Sewell: It is £22,000 per year.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I may be wrong. I
apologise; £22,000, That is what it costs
to hire that wonderful machine that is
supposed to do away with labour, But I
notice that there has been no decrease in
the nurnher employed.

Mr. Court: That is not the fault of the
machine,

Mr. O’BRIEN: That is one way in
which costs could be reduced. We should
continue {o have inguiries made into
Railway Department affairs until costs
are reduced. Figures show that the num-
ber of clerks employed by the Secretary
of Railways was 53, That has been re-
duced to 49. The industrial staff of 12
has grown to 14. The advertising staff, etc.,
was 34, and is now 33; and in the accounts
branch, there are 261 as against 258,

The Minister for Transport: That ap-~
pears to be information in answer to
questions by members of Parllament.

Mr. O'BRIEN: In transportation and
traffic the number is 3,332, as against
3,241. On road services 133 are employed,
compared with 139 orginally.

Mr, Ackland: How many are employed
at the Midland Junction Workshops?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Some other figures are
as follows:~—traffic motive power, 3,040;
now, 3,076. Mechanical, 2,898; now 2,977.
Civil Engineer's Department, 3,189; now,
3,224, The grand total is now 13,974 as
against 13,656, or an increase of 293.

Hon. L. Thorn: How many are employed
in the workshops?

Mr. O'BRIEN: I have not got those
fieures. I am dealing with the rallways.

Hon. L. Thorn: That is part of the rail-
WAaySs.
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Mr. O'BRIEN: I have here an A.B.C.
news statement of the lst November, 1956.
It is as follows:—

There was a slight improvement in
Western Australian Government fin-
ances in Oectober, and Treasury figures
released today by the Premier, Mr,
Hawke, show a continued improvement
in railway finances.

The overall deficit for October was
£2590,000, compared with £770,000 in
October last year.

Railway finances improved by more
than £600,000 on the October figures
last year.

The progressive State defleit this
year now exceeds £2,000,000—about
£230,000 less than the accumulated
deficit for the same period last year.

Mr. I. W. Manning: That is pretty good
going.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Excellent.
Mr., O'BRIEN: That’s that!

Mr. Ackland: You have put up a good
case.

Mr. O’BRIEN: Coming back to the pull-
ing up of the Sandstone railway line by a
previous Government, I blame all previous
Governments—whether Liberal, Labour or
any other kind—for what occurred.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You are falr;
that is one thing.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I want to he fair. I
know that there is a big problem involved,
but it was not created by the Murchison
people. I stand for the Murchison people,
and against the closure of these railways.
I have here some questions that I asked
the Minister for Railways with regard to
the Sandstone-Mt. Magnet line. They are
as follows:—

(1) What was the actual cost of the
pulling up of the Sandstone-Mt. Mag-
net railway line?

(2) How much money was pald to
the contractors who pulled up the line
and transported the materfal to Mt.
Magnet?

(3) How many tons of sleepers were
suitable for further use, or for any
other purpose?

The answers to those questions were as
follows:—

(1) £15,088.
(2) £13,3717.
(3) 1,200 tons.

All the sleepers are practically out there.
Half of them I would say have been tipped
over and left there because that line was
put down at ground level. When a sleeper
is put in with cement on each side it is
reinforced and will last indefinitely. It
is only a matter of strengthening the joint
sleeper and one intermediate sleeper when
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a light engine is being run like the one
which travelled over the line once a fort-
night.

However, despite the low cost to the
State and the potentialities that existed
in that area, it was decided to pull up the
railway. The present commissioners have
to blame something; and the heads of de-
partments blame the hlokes under them,
and they blame the ones under them, and
so on; and in the end, something has to
be done and any excuse is offered. My
next questions were—

(4) How many tons of rails were
considered to be in good condition and
fit for further use by the department?

(5) How much is paid by way of
subsidy to the road hauliers now on
the same route?

(6) How much have the road hauliers
received from the State Government
since the closure of the line?

The following are the answers:—
(4) 6,200 tons,

(5) In 1956, £3,927 17s. 6d. was paid
as subsidy on this route.

(6) £19,433 17s. 6d.

I know where the rails referred to in
question No. (4) have been used; I have
already told the House. The amount of
£19,433 referred to in No. {6) has been paid
to the road haullers by way of subsidy,
but we have received no gold. S0 we are
killing the goose that laid the golden eggs.
If the discontinuance of these further lines
is sgreed to and the subsidy is reducible
by one-seventh each year, in seven years
there will be no subsidy at all.

Mr. Bovell: And no line from Kal-
goorlie to Leonora.

Mr. O'BRIEN: There will be no line,
no subsidgy—and no people outhack. Be-
cause the people there are determined
not to remain; and rightly so. Why
should they stay there and suffer all sorts
of adversities for the city slickers down
here? For that is all they are. Let the
railways go! We may get extra sewerage
or an extra house or two; but so long as
we get those things in the metropolitan
area, that is all we care about. That
seemns to be the spirit. That is where
Western Australia is going to fail. I may
not be in Parliament in three or four
years' time, hut one thing I will say is that
I represent people who are honest toilers
and who deserve a fair go.

Members representing people in the
areas where it is suggested the lines will
be discontinued will, no doubt, know the
opinions of thelr electors. I say the dis-
continuance of the lines would be a retro-
grade step for any Government to take.
It would, as far as the Murchison is con-
cerned, be cutting the lifeline of those
who live there, In that district millions
of ounces of gold can be produced; the
fields have never been touched, and with
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up-to~-date methods, gold could be pro-
duced in sufficient quantities to balance
our budget within a very short time.

Only recently I heard a whisper from
the Mines Department that it is the in-
tention to bore a mine that was a very
rich producer in the early days—the Aroya
at Sandstone, but Sandstone is now with-
out & railway despite the fact that it has
fwo good natural dams that are nearly
always full of water, and which could be
used by the railways.

The places that have never had a rail-
way will not miss having one, but those
places never advance as they should. Re-
cently I led a deputation to the Minister
for Mines concerning the Lancefield mine
at Laverton. The directors of the mine
told the Minister that if the railway was
discontinued then, overnight, they could
say, "Goodbye Laverton!” We must pro-
duce gold if we wish to do the right thing.

Hon, L. Thorn: According to you it is
there, and all we have to do is cart it
away.

Mr. O'BRIEN: T have studied the road
problem. ‘The Minister for Works may
have the answer sealed away somewhere,

The Minister for Works: There is no
road problem.

Mr. O’'BRIEN; There are plenty of road
problems up my way. The roads will cost
& terrible lot of money. From where are
we to get that money? I have told Par-
liament where we can get it, and there is
not such a blg risk involved because these
galdmines have been proved over the years.

Of course, the Minister has stated that
no men will lose their jobs. That will be
so for a certain period because they can
be employed in strengthening the other
sections of line, but then those sections
will be overloaded with employees. I have
worked on rallway lines, and I know what
is el::cpected with respect to maintenance
work.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member’s time
has expired.

On motion by Mr. Crommelin, time ex-
tended.

Mr. O’'BRIEN: I have read carefully the
inter-departmental committee’s report, and
I have checked it because I have had ex-
perience not only on the railways but on
the tramways.

Mr. Bovell: You realise that as soon as
the Laverton-Malcolm line goes, the Kal-
goorlie-Leonora line will go.

Mr. O'BRIEN: The first recommendation
is to cut off so many railway lines. The
first to go will be the Meekatharra-Wiluna
line and the Malcolm-Laverton line. In
the second bite, the Government, if it takes
notice of the inter-departmental com-
mittee, will discontinue the Mullewa-
Meekatharra line and so isolate that area.
The peaple in these parts are living under
a fear. The Government should explain
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to them whether it is the intention to carry
out the inter-departmental committee’s
report in its entirety. The committee made
made this recommendation—

That the degree of protection by the
railways should remain the function
of the Transport Board as part of its
duty of co-ordination of services.

From Meekatharra we have many trucks
going north. What has heen stated by
other speakers is quite true, These trucks
encounter difficult condition at times. I
have met a number that have been broken
down and bogged on various roads. I say
that this is not a time to build railway
lines, but it is necessary to maintain those
that we already have; and this applies to
the Meekatharra. line.

I must give eredit where it is due, and I
say that today we have trucks that are
capable of carrying sheep and cattle, in
huge numbers, to the rail-head, Good
cattle and sheep men will, however, tell us
that although, through drought conditions,
they are obliged to travel their stock by
these vehicles, the stock does not arrive at
the market in the same condition as if it
had been droved steadily along hy the
drover of yesteryear.

For a few minutes I shall deal with the
1947 Royal Commission that inquired into
the question of rallways. The commission
had this to say—

For the purpose of focusing atten-
tion on certain features of the con-
struction of railways in Western Aus-
tralia, we consider it necessary to give
a brief historical review of rallway
development in this State.

Being in occupation of a country of
wide open spaces and long distances,
the people of the Colony realised dur-
ing the nineteenth century that trans-
port was one of thelr major problems.
The most efficient and reliable means
in those days was the railway and
wherever any industry needed an out-
let, or where development took place, a
rajlway was constructed.

First Railway Bulilt by Private
Enterprise,

It is interesting to record that
private enterprise took the initiative
when, in 1870, the Rockingham Jarrah
Timber Company approached the Gov-
ernment to obtain a concession to build
a line from the Canning to Rocking-
ham to develop timber production. The
line was constructed in the following
Year, two of the conditions being, (a)
that the gauge was to be 3 ft. 6 in., and
(b) that the line was to be open to the
public. In 1871 a line, 12 miles long,
was built by the Western Australian
Timber Company to connect their jetty
at the Vasse with the timber forests.

With the population of Western
Australia at over 25,000 and the ex-
ports valued at over £200,000 per
annum, the Government decided in
1872 to enter the fleld of railway con-
struction for the purpose of developing
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the Colony. At that time the only rail-
ways were the two timber lines referred
to ahove.

Discovery of Base Metals.

Copper and lead had been discovered
in the Champion Bay district in 1848,
and from 1850 onward, these base
metals had been mined and exported.
In 1872 there were 10 mines operating
between Geraldton and Northampton
and it was decided to construct a rail-
way between these two towns. The
construction of the line, 33 miles long,
was authorised in 1873, but it was not
until 1879 that it was opened for
traffic.

It is interesting to record that in
1876, W. E. Victor, the Superintendent
of Engineering, reported that—

The object in the construction
of this line is the reduction in
carriage fares on lead and copper
ore, from the present rate of about
1s. per ton per mile to something
less than 6d.

The idea of building these lines was to
help the mining industry. Had it not been
for the 1914 war, the Great Fingal mine
would perhaps be working today. The
war, through no fault of ours, is to blame
for the present disabjlity of the railways,
because, as a result of a shortage of labour,
the lines were not serviced or maintained
as they should have been.

I am not sure whether this State has
received any consideration from the Com-
monwealth Government, but it should
have because, as I have said, since the
1914 war, the railways have declined.
Since then we have had another war.
Both these wars, which were big ones, have
been responsible for the State having a
huge debt, and they have affected our
railway system, as well.

As regards development of agricultural
areas, the report states—

‘While the construetion of the north-
ern railway was still under way, it be-
came apparent that steps would have
to be taken to improve the means of
transport in the agricultural area . . .

And rightly so. The farming areas should
receive some consideration. We have been
dependent to a large degree on these areas
and even today we are on the sheep’s back.
We have been on the farmer’s back—
wheat farmers and other—and the time
is just about ripe for us to turn to gold
because during the last depression we were
obliged to turn to that commodity.

In the not too distant future we in this
country—that is the whole of Australia
and not only this State—will be obliged
to turn to gold to get us out of our diffi-
culties, and we are in a bad way at present.
The report goes on—

With the development of the Mur-
chison Goldflelds, the Narngulu-
Mullewa line was extended to Cue in
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1898, further extended to Nannine in
June, 1903, and eventually to Meeka-
tharra in August, 1910.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Did you say that it
went to Cue in 18987 .

Mr. O’BRIEN: Yes.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I think you have
the flgures a little wrong.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I know that it was at
Meekatharra in 1910. The report goes
on—

The following further rajlway de-
velopment took place in this Gold-
flelds area, viz.;— .

Mt. Magnet-Sandstone, 93 miles,
opened in 1910.
Meekatharra-Paroo,
opened in 1931,

The Mt. Magnet-Sandstone line was pulled
up in 1948, 38 years after it was put there,
and the people in that area are still cry-
ing and grizzling, and they have every
right to grizzle because that line should
never have been shifted.

Hon. L. Thorn: What line was that?

Mr. O’'BRIEN: The Mt Magnet-Sand-
stone line. The report goes on—

Paroo-Wiluna, 44 miles, opened
in 1932.

Cue-Big Bell, 19 miles, opened
in 1938.

That is a comparatively new railway line.
As regards Big Bell, it is possible that a
£30,000 option will be taken up any tick
of the clock on a mine which is held by
three aged prospectors in that district.
Mark my words, that mine is likely to be
a bigger project than the original Bill Bell
mine. 1f, with the permission of the pros-
pectors, that mine can be drilled, it will
prove to be a very good project.

One of the prospectors—I would say the
most capable one and the one with the
most experience—will not take anything
less than £150,000 for it and the future
will prove its worth. I have not the time
to read any more from the report of the
Royal Commission but I appeal to the
Minister and the Government, on behalf
of the people I represent—the people of
the Murchison—to give further considera-
tion to the discontinuance of the Meeka-
tharra-Wiluna, the Malcolm~Laverton and
the Cue-Big Bell railway lines, because 1
feel sure that those places will come again
like Mt. Magnet has already done. If we
can continue those lines for a few more
yvears so that those areas can be properly
tested, I am sure that the distriets will
come into thelr own again because I know
that they are gold and mineral-bearing
areas.

67 miles,

MR. HALL (Albany) [5.35]: There is
no doubt that the Government has a
thankless task to perform in the closure
of railway lines but I implore it to look
carefully at certain lines before closing
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them. If the tree has to be pruned, let
us make sure that its limbs are noi fertile
and perhaps, at a small cost, could he
put into a working condition.

For example, would it not be possible in
the more remote areas to introduce con-
crete sleepers which could be moulded
from the raw materials on the spot,
similar to the block type with a stringer
of steel running through it, as is used in
France today? That would avoid the heavy
costs of hauling sleepers to those remote
areas and would also be a step in the right
direction where light diesel-class engines
could be used on these light lines. This
would lessen the need for the heavy main-
tenance costs incurred on heavy steam
trains.

Will it be necessary, with a reduction
of the proposed lines, to carry the already
top-heavy administration? I fail to see
that these people will work any harder
than at present and when we look at the
fact that one commissioner previously car-
ried the administration of the tramways,
the ferries and the railways, plus the Elec-
tricity Commission, I feel sure that some-
thing more could be done. I cannot see
how three commissioners will work any
harder with a reduction in lines.

Mr. Ackland: They are not working as
well as one was.

Mr. HALL: With careful checking,
I think we could eliminate many
faults. If the management is faulty, it
will reflect from the top to the bottom of
the service. Another point we should look
closely into is the reduction of grades.
Grades force up hauling charges and must
be :arefully considered if we are to reduce
costs.

Recently I asked a question as to the
introduction of a buffet servery for coun-
try passenger trains, by taking one sleeper
compartment off the corridor trains. The
reply was to the effect that from past
experience on the Bunbury line it was not
considered economical. What they did not
tell me was that it failed through lack
of supervision and control. I believe that
by that suggestion we could have reduced
the haulage and increased the efficiency
of the service as well as reduced the cost
of the refreshment rooms. But it was
totally ignored.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of the Ongerup-Gnowangerup line.
I might say that for many years my father
was the inspector on this line and he as-
sisted in its construction. Its history in
that period proves that it was almost a
paying concern at that stage, and that is
many years ago. The farmers of that
area realise that something very drastic
has to be done but feel that the proposed
step is much to drastic. It will be a heavy
blew to the cereal produciion in the dis-
trict and if drastic action is to he taken,
it should be evenly distributed over the
whole State and not applied to one area
that is definitely producing.
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In this district two-thirds of the grain
produced is grown in the area where it is
proposed to close the lines, and, in addi-
tion, there is a good deal of wool produc-
tion, stock, ete. The present railway
terminus is at Ongerup, 30 miles west of
Jerramongup, which is one of the largest
war service land settlement areas in the
Commonwealth. The proposed t.eyminus at
Gnowangerup would put the rail-head 63
miles away. This would affect the new
settlers particutarly because they have not
the same finance as the older settlers to
meet extra costs. All this area, old and
new, sends its produce to Albany and its
future development goes hand in hand
with the port of Albany.

Last season, which was well below aver-
age, 900,000 busheis of grain were delivered
to C.B.H. from the Borden-Ongerup area
plus a large amount of bagged grain sent
direct to Perth. Other points that arise
in connection with this matter are con-
cerned with two questions—

(1) The importance and necessity of
the railway to serve all that area
east of Gnowangerup to Jer-
ramongup and 20 miles north and
south of the line.

(2) The need of organised road
transport for the rest. This
would almost surely go to Albany.

They are gradually moving out into the
new area which is an asset to this State.

It also appears that the question of
closing this section may really have arisen
from the very bad state of repair that the
line has been allowed to get into and the
added damage done hy the floods. Per-
haps the railway on this ocecasion should
have some special flood rellef. It is hard
to realise that after all these years of
having & railway, just when the district
is booming and becoming very solid and
production is rising fast, with a potential
greater than ever, there 1s a danger of
Iosing it. That is why I appesal to the
Government to reconsider the question.
Members opposite say that I opposed the
motion moved last night; I am standing
up here to defend a line in the interests
of my electorate. The suggestion that all
farmers’ produce must be railed from
Gnowangerup is surely unfair, and I fail
to see how this traffic will not become
congested at Gnowangerup. There is also
the question of land values. For over 40
years farmers in the district have bought
land and developed the ares, and to a large
extent the distance from a railway is all-
important to valuations. Under this head-
ing alone the district would lose many
thousands of pounds, I believe, without
being consulted at all respecting this
matter.

Business interests in Ongerup and
Borden are agreed that the thought of
all district supplies having to be rehandled
in Gnowangerup is a nightmare, plus the
added costs. I agree with that contention.
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Further facts in connection with the
Gnowangerup railway are that the last
two years have been well below the aver-
age. Last year was the flood year
and the year before the drought year.
Average figures would be the 1953-54 year
and when we get back to normal figures
we will see at least a 30 per cent.
{?SE on the 1953-54 year in cereal produc-
ion,

Damage done by the flood tc the Onger-
up-Gnowangerup section of line is probably
proving quite & worry to the railways.
It is also adding unfairly to the costs
charged to the line, The costs of rehand-
ling grain if road transport were brought
in from Gnowangerup to Ongerup would
be very serious to farmers; it would mean
extra road transpori, together with extra
charges in and out of the bin at Gnow-
angerup. ‘This will have a very serious
effect on the general cereal production
and the grain going to Albany.

The present production is rising and is
likely to increase considerably. I recently
made a tour of that area and the new
development in that district is staggering.
With that increased production, I fail to
see how road transport could compete on
an economic basis with the railways. If
we have a closer logk at the bin storage,
we find the following total storage facili-
ties at sidings east of Gnowangerup:—

Bushels,
Formby 60,000
Kebaringup 69,700
Borden ... 446,320
Toompup 163,700
Ongerup 663,510

That, Mr. Speaker, will give you an idea
of the storage facilities in that ares. We
are doing all we can to ensure that with
the added production in that area, the
grain will flow more easily.

On motion by Mr. Ackland, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDI-
NATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) 75.483: This
Bill deals with two main factors. Firstly,
it gives the Transport Board the right to
erect bus shelters in any area regardless
of the provisions of any other Act. At
the same time it gives the Transport
Board the right to deduet the cost from
amounts which are pajid to the local
suthorities from the Transport Board's
funds. With the second part I am in
complete agreement because it follows on
a matter which was debated during
amendments moved to the Traffic Act. At
that time I took the stand that it was
most inappropriate for the Government to
seek to divert from motor licence fees an
amount which would be used for the pay-
ment of bus shelters.
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As a result, the Minister for Transport
then indicated that he would give consid-
eration to an amendment to the State
Transport Co-ordination Act with a view
to making it legal to pay to the local
authorities from the Transport Board's
funds the cost of the shelter sheds. As I
understand the measure, it only means
that the Transport Board can, if it so de-
sires, erect bus shelters. I am taking for
granted—and I would like the Minister’'s
assurance on this—that the Transport
Board will not, willy nilly, go into diff-
erent areas and erect bus shelters without
prior consultation with the local authori-
ties, because such intrusion by a Govern-
ment department could cause a lot of
friction.

I should imagine that in the ordinary
course of administering a department such
as the Transport Board, agreement would
be reached with the local authority and
other people with whom it deals, in 90
per cent. of the cases involved—it might
possibly be as high as 95 per cent.—and
it should only he in the odd case that it
would need to use legislative power to
achieve its objective. The Minister can
comment on that when he is replying to
the debate. As for power being given to
the board to erect bus shelters regardless
of the provisions of any other Act, I have
some grave doubt in my mind as to whether
this legislation, in its presenit form, should
be passed.

However, I would not oppose the meas-
ure if the Minister could give us an
explanation as to how it is proposed to
administer the particular section involved.
I suppose we could boil this issue down to
an argument, or & difference of opinion,
or a negotiation, whichever you like, Mr.
Speaker, between the State Government,
vast and present, and the City of Perth.
To bring it more pointedly to the minds
of members we could refer to St. George’s
Terrace where we have a very large
footage of bus space and where there are
no bus shelters that I know of between
Victoria Avenue and the Barracks.

The Minister for Transport: And un-
fortunately no verandahs on buildings.

Mr. COURT: That is so. It {s a unique
street, though a very beautiful one. It
has the disadvantage that whilst it has
aesthetic beauty to which trees are added,
there are no bus shelters. The argument
over the years has not been an objection
by the City of Perth o the erection of
bus shelters, but the need for knowledge,
as to what is to be the ultimate passenger
transport plan for this metropolis.

If the ultimate decision is to take over
all the private bus companies and run them
as a transport trust under the one author-
ity, then certain things are possible under
the one authority which are not practic-
able, though not Impossible, under the
present set-up where there are private
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companies and Government operators ser-
vicing the metropolitan area. If bus shel-
ters were provided they could prove to be
redundant and to be an embarrassment
within a period of three, five or 10 years.

Furthermore, if an attempt were made
to provide shelters for all waiting passen-
gers in Perth today, which has over 3,000 ft.
of bus stands between Victoria Avenue and
the Barracks, there would be a practically
continuous line of bus shelters in certain
streets. I refer to Murray-st and St.
George’s Terrace. That would be ever-

. increasing, and there must be a limit. If
we continue as we are going, we will have
to completely ban private parking in cer-
tain streets even for limited periods of
parking and make them into bus stops.
This would bhe what I consider, is an
illogical conclusion, but which would ap-
pear to be logical the way things are de-
veloping at the moment,

The City of Perth has some obligation in
this matter, but we must have regard for
its position as a capital city. As such it
inherits a large proportion of Government
offices which are rate free. Being a ter-
minal point for many people, it is faced
with the problem that those using the con-
veniences of the city, such as the bus stops,
live beyond the city area. It is rather like
a municipality with a popular beach in its
district. It has to provide facilities for
people from all over the State, greater in
number than the people living in its own
area. So it is with the City of Perth.

Against that it could be argued that the
city gains the advantage of trade from the
people pouring into its midst. For that
reason it can afford to provide these
facilities becayse in turn the ratable values
waould rise to such an extent that it would
obtain greater revenue. I have never heard
of the City of Perth refusing to provide
shelters. What it says is that when trans-
port co-ordination is agreed upon, it will
play its part. It has an objection to erect-
ing a mass of shelters all over the city
which could eventually prove to be re-
dundant and, in fact, unsightly.

. Anotber point which seems to be worry-
ing the Perth City Councll according to
its published statements is the fact that
to be effective, a bus shelter must keep out
the rain to a reasonable extent. If we
are not prepared to put up a bus shelter
with its back to the road on one side of
St. Georege's Terrace, we would have to
build a comparatively wide shelter which
would have a very detrimental effect on
the flow of pedestrian traffic on the foot-
path. There are designs which could be
conceived, such as the glassed-in designs
and those which provide shelter for only
a portion of the people, to enable some
of the passengers to be taken care of with-
out congesting the Terrace itself.

I would not like to see an unbroken
chain of bus shelters. I cannot conceive
for one moment that the Minister envisages
anything of that description. I{ would be
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ugly and would not achieve the objective
desired. The number of people who could
get into the sheds would be camparatively
small. The main problem arises during
wet weather when people have to wait in
the driving rain for the arrival of buses.
I do not think the problem is so acute in
the summer. While the heat is unbear-
able to some people, the main embarrass-
ment is during the driving rain.

The City of Perth has to its credit the
fact that it has expended approximately
three times as much money on improve-
ments to passenger bus routes as it
receives from this fund. That is not hard
to understand because there are some §0.6
miles of road in the city area which are, in
fact, bus routes. Members will realise that
bus routes have to be brought up to a
certain standard of development. I under-
stand the original cost of these routes was
about £300,000.

Since then the council has had to spend
money on the strengthening and widening
of those particular routes. Added to that
is another factor. When the trams ceased
to run, they were replaced by other forms
of transport such as trolley-buses and
omnibuses which in turn made heavy de-
mands on the roads. A certain minimum
of width must be provided before buses
can operate. The reads certainly have to be
stronger than they would otherwise require
to be. In addition to that, we have the
problem of Government transport not
making a contribution to the transport
fund.

The Minister for Transport:
make a contribution.

Mr. COURT: I am wrong in saying it
made no contribution. It makes a small
contribution, but not 6 per cent.

The Minister for Transport: Many pri-
vate operators do not pay 6 per cent. either.
Some are paying a nominal fee and are
getting more back in the way of subsidy.

Mr. COURT: That is the case with some
operators. The Gevernment operators pay
a nomina] percentgge but nothing like
the contribution of 6 per cent. envisaged
for private operators. It therefore fol-
lows that by the time the pool has been
split up amongst the local authorities that
have omnibuses operating in their areas,
a full comtribution is not made by the
Government-operated fransport for the
use it gets of the roads.

When the present law was introduced
in 1946—1I refer in particular to Section 60
of the parent Act—the present Minister
for Transport. who was then a private
member of the House, successfully moved
to amend Subsection (3) which was being
inserted as a new subsection in Section 60.
He moved the following amendment:—

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) of
proposed new Subsection (3) after the
word ‘reads” the words “(including

It does
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the erection of shelter sheds or other
amenities along such routes)” be Iin-
serted.

I will not read the speeches that followed,
but suffice to say the present Minister for
Transport, as mover of that amendment,
and all other speakers including the then
Minister for Transport—I think it was Mr.
Marshall—insisted that this amendment
was permissive and not mandatory.

It was not intended to direct something
to be done by local authorities or make
it mandatory, whereas the legislation we
are considering at the moment does give
the Transport Board the right to do these
things regardless of the provisions of any
other Act, and it also gives it the indisput-
able right of taking the cost out of these
funds. So we are changing from a per-
missive thing to something which is com-
pulsory.

The Minister for Transport: We are not
changing, because the permissive will still
be there and the compulsory will be used
only in bad cases where deemed necessary.

Mr. COURT: From a legislative point
of view, we have to assume the greater will
always include the lesser; we have {p review
legislation in the light that the local auth-
ority will not co-operate and, that being
so, under this subsection the Transport
Board will erect these shelters. In the
average type of suburb, it would not bhe
serious as most are well ahead and the
little bit added to achieve the desired re-
sult will not matter. The big argument is
between the Government and the Perth
City Council. In supporting the second
reading I would like an assurance from
the Minister that under no circumstances
will this power be used brutally—brutally
is not the word—

The Minister for Transport: In a high-
handed manner,

Mr. COURT: —in & high-handed man-
ner and not used or enforced untll after
proper consultation and the matter has
been brought before the Perth City Council.
It would be foolish to take action under
this measure to erect shelter sheds in the
City of Perth until finality is reached with
the policy for handling metropolitan pas-
senger transport. The Government would
he subject to criticism; the City Council
would be subject to criticism and the public
would accuse the Government of official
bungling. With those qualifications, 1
support the second reading.

On motion by Mr. Lapham, debate ad-
journed.
BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 2).

Returned from the Council
amendment.

without

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.
Cost of Farm Improvements.

Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Will he inform the House as to the
total costs per acre as calculated by the
Land Settlement Board for each of the
areas—

Rocky Gully;
Many Peaks;
South Stirling
for improvements as set out hereunder:—
(a) Rabbit netting fencing;
(b} Sheep netting or ringilock fencing;
(c) Logging or rolling;
(d) Knocking down of heavy timber
with the hi-ball method;
(e) Logeing up and burning?

(2) What are the average costs of all
clearing for—

(a)} Rock Gully area;
(b} Many Peaks area;
(¢) South Stirling?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) Rocky Gully—
(a) Nil

() Average cost all fencing £2 11s. 6d.
per acre.

(c) Wil
(d) £2 10s.
(e) £8.

Many Peaks—
(a) Nil. .
(b) Average cost all fencing £2 15s 5d.
per acre.



